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Sutter Butte Flood 
Control Agency

• Created in September 2007

• Regional approach to 
financing and constructing 
levee improvements

• A Joint Powers Agency (JPA) 
of County Of Butte, County 
of Sutter, Cities of Live Oak, 
Gridley, Biggs and Yuba City, 
Levee District #1 and Levee 
District #9
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Two Primary 
Issues

• Public Safety

• Economic  
Sustainability
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Public Safety

• Deficiencies identified in 44 
miles of Feather River 
levees

• Levees do not meet 
standards for 100-year 
flood protection

• Improvements completed 
on Yuba County side

• Lack of progress on federal 
study to improve levees
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Sutter Buttes - 1997



Threats to Levee Stability
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Economic Sustainability

• FEMA 100-Year Floodplain Mapping
– High-hazard flood zone designation 

results in mandatory flood insurance and 
building restrictions

• DWR 100 & 200-Year               
Floodplain Mapping
– No building permits

– Inability to implement                       
general plans 
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SBFCA EIP 
Concept

Rehab entire length of 

Feather River Levee

Area Plan Goals: 

1. Achieve 200-yr 

protection for YC 

sphere and north

2. Achieve 100-yr 

protection for  

remainder of Basin to 

the south
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Estimated Cost

• Project Cost
– Estimated $250 M

– State Share 71%

– Local Share 29%

– Financing Costs
• Reserve Fund

• Cost of Issuance 

– Annual Debt Service $5.9 M

– Annual Administrative Costs
• Agency Admin $750 K

• Total Annual Cost $6.65 M
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State = 
$177.5 M

Local = 
$72.5 M



Benefit Assessment = Local Share
• Assessment must be based on benefit to the 

property
• Voted on by property owners
• Votes weighted by proposed assessment
• Approval requires 50% of returned ballots, 

weighted by proposed assessment
• Procedure governed by Proposition 218
• Benefit calculation and assessment 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΩǎ 
Report
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Estimated Number of 
Impacted Properties

Counties # of Parcels % of SBFCA total

Butte County 6,006 17.5%

Sutter County 28,232 82.5%

COUNTIES 

TOTAL

34,238 100%

Cities # of Parcels % of SBFCA total

Biggs 697 2%

Gridley 2,445 7.1%

Live Oak 2,797 8.2%

Yuba City 18,744 54.7%

CITIES TOTAL 24,683 72%

SBFCA TOTAL 34,238



Assessment Methodology

• Relative Flood Risk Based on Location

• Land Use (residential, commercial, industrial, 
agriculture)

• Land Damage

–Based on acreage

• Damage to Structure and Contents

–Based on flood depth and structure size (SF)
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Assessment 
District Benefit 

Areas

• 7 Benefit Segments 

(levee segments) 

• 11 Benefit Zones

• Risk of failure in each 

Benefit Segment 

believed to be 

approximately equal
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Results of Levee 
Breach in Segment 1

Maps shows lands that 

benefit from improvements 

in levee segment 1 based 

on maximum area that 

might be flooded using 

various levee failure 

scenarios.
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Results of Levee 
Breach in Segment 2

Maps shows lands that 

benefit from improvements 

in levee segment 2 based 

on maximum area that 

might be flooded using 

various levee failure 

scenarios.
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Results of Levee 
Breach in Segment 3

Maps shows lands that 

benefit from improvements 

in levee segment 3 based 

on maximum area that 

might be flooded using 

various levee failure 

scenarios.
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Results of Levee 
Breach in Segment 4

Maps shows lands that 

benefit from improvements 

in levee segment 4 based 

on maximum area that 

might be flooded using 

various levee failure 

scenarios.
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Results of Levee 
Breach in Segment 5

Maps shows lands that 

benefit from improvements 

in levee segment 5 based 

on maximum area that 

might be flooded using 

various levee failure 

scenarios.
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Benefit Area 
Detail for Sutter

County



Find Your Assessment

www.sutterbutteflood.org
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http://www.sutterbutteflood.org/


Timeline
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• April 14: SBFCA Board Authorized Balloting
• May 13: Ballots distributed
• June 30: Ballots returned/Public Hearing
• July 12: Balloting Results/Formation of Assessment 

District
• 2012: Begin construction on Early Implementation 

Project 
• 2015 : Anticipated Completion of Early Implementation 

Project


